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The  House  being 


in  Committee  of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Boyd  in  the  Chair)  on  the  President’s  Cali- 

fornia  Message, 

m  Chairman^  K  the  Committee  were  now  ready  to  proceed  to  a  vote  on  the 

bin  p^ovidt^ft  the  admission  of  California,  I  should  feel  much  more  mcW 
Dili  pio\iai  probability  of  immediate  action,  I  will  \enture 

S  maS  looking  to  practical  results,  without  attempting  a  full  dis- 

cussion-in  detail  of  the  institution  of  slavery.  I  shall  confine  myself  mainly  to  th 
j  •  •  f  n  I’Cnrnici  ond  the  Dre'^eiit  situation  of  New  Mexico,  with  some  inci- 

fentd^nf/rkf  “sS  of  harbors  and  rivers  reserving  what-  , 

elTl  may  iiave  to  sayon  other  topics,  connecte'd  with  the  present  slavery  agdahon, 

hav/loo^^^^^^  plans  for  disposing  of  the  vexed  question  which 

now  amtates  the  public  mind,  and  have  come  to  the  conclusion  th^at  none  of  them  is 
Zre  feaAb  e  hTiL  one  .’ecommended  by  General  Taylor  in  his  California  mes¬ 
sage,  submitted  to  this  House  January  21,  1850.  His 
colstitutioiial,  national  in  its  character,  and  ^publican  in 

broad  platform  on  which  the  North,  the  South,  the  East  y’irbLed 

nurooses  belon-  to  the  United  States.  The  establishment  of  post  offices  and  post 
IXtii’e  constouction  of  piers  and  light-houses,  the  enactment  of 
■the  establishment  of  circuit  and  district  couits,  the  surveying  r*  ^  oc- 

land"  fnd  aUolher  objects  of  national  legislation,  can  .  Pofy-f  ^y  ^Cong^e^ 
now,  the  same  as  in  any  other  Por^o"^  ?f  *o  ooiin  ly  e  on  in  governments! 

and  without  waiting  for  the  organization  of  ‘o „ 

Post  offices  and  po^t  roads  have  already  been  osbffilished  in 

of  an  act  of  P^?^® ,  States'w-ere  extended  over  California.  The  same  may 

revenue  laws  of  the  bnited  states  weie  exieimcu  u  to  establish 

be  done  in  regard  to  New  Mexico  and  Deseret,  leavin^,  P  ,  ^  nroper  time  for  ad- 

their  own  State  constitutions  and  governments,  and  app  y  P  P 

mission  as  States.  _ 

[Gideon  &  CoTTPrint.] 
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The  Constitution  provides  that  *^^new  States  may  be  admitted  by  Congress  into 
the  Union.’’  This  is  a  comprehensive  power,  easily  understood,  and  can  be  prac¬ 
tically  applied  to  all  the  territory  acquired  from  Mexico,  as  soon  as  there  is  a  suffi¬ 
cient  number  of  inhabitants  residing  there  to  warrant  it. 

The  main  feature  of  General  Taylor’s  plan  is  to  admit  all  the  ter*’itory  StateSy. 
under  this  provision  of  the  Constitution,  as  fast  as  the  people  residing  there  desire 
to  come  into  the  Union  in  that  form,  and  have  the  requisite  population. 

In  the  few  remarks  which  I  shall  submit  to  the  committee,  it  shall  be  my  aim  to 
speak  as  a  national  Representative,  feeling  the  obligations  of  the  Constitution  rest¬ 
ing  upon  me  to  support  the  National  Government  under  which  we  live,  as  well  as  . 
the  rights  of  all  the  members  here  assembled. 

I  do  not  regard  the  Constitution  as  a  compact,  an  agreement,  a  copartnership,  or 
a  confederation  of  States,  but  as  a  government — a  fundamental  law,  a  rule  of  action, 
by  which  each  one  of  us,  and  all  of  us,  acting  together,  are  bound  to  obey ;  and 
within  the  powers  granted  by  it,  I  regard  the  people  of  this  nation,  irrespective  of 
State  boundaries,  individually  and  collectively  bound  to  support  this  Constitution  and 
Government,  and  to  maintain  it  at  all  hazards.  We  are  oine  people,  one  country, 
having  mutual  interests,  reciprocal  duties,  and  a  common  destiny.  Sir,  I  claim  no 
rights  that  I  do  not  cheerfully  yield  to  every  member  on  this  floor;  I  will  vote 
for  no  legislation  which  I  deem  unconstitutional,  and  none  which  I  think  will  not  be 
beneficial  to  the  whole  country. 

Before  pj-oceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  practical  question  now  before  us, 

I  will  notice  some  attacks  wffiich  have  been  made  upon  the  President  in  the  course 
of  the  debate.  Sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  (Mr.  McWillie,) 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Disney,)  and  several  other  gentlemen  on 
this  floor,  have  stated  that  during  the  late  presidential  campaign  General  Taylor  was 
represented  at  the  North  by  the  Whig  parly  as  being  in  favor  of  the  Wilmot  proviso, 
and  at  the  South  as  being  opposed  to  it ;  and  that  by  this  species  of  fraud  and  mis- 
, representation,  that  party  succeeded, in  placing  him  in  the  elevated  and  responsible 
position  he  now  occupies.  , 

Mr.  Disney  says :  “The  present  Executive  has  been  pledged  for  the  proviso  as  against  it  in  the 
South,  but  as  in  favor  of  it  in  the  Norih  ;  and  my  constituents  believe  that  this  was  an  atrocious- 
fraud  ;  they  think  that  its  exposure  is  demanded  by  the  highest  interests  of  the  Republic;  and  they  say 
to  me  that,  though  Congress  may  have  no  legal  power  to  make  such  a  pravision  an  effective  law,  yet 

‘  Wrest  once  the  law  to  our  authority 
To  do  a  great  right,  do  a  little  wrong,’ 

and  bring  these  pledges  to  the  test;  not  to  give  the  sanction  of  Congress  to  the  proviso;  not  to  sanc¬ 
tion  it  by  my  vote,  but  as  the  means  to  accomplish  the  object  which  they  avow.” 

These  assertions  have  been  made  so  often,  and  so  often  repeated  in  and  out  of 
Congress,  that  I  have  no  doubt  many  honest  and  well-meaning  people,  both  North 
and  South,  believe  them  to  be  true  ;  but  I  can  assure  the  honorable  gentleman  that 
nothing  can  be  further  from  the  truth,  especially  at  the  North. 

We  relied  much  upon  General  Taylor’s  high  charactei^for  capacity,  integrity,  and 
the  distinguished  fidelity  with  which  he  had  served  the  country,  being  equal  to 
every  position,  however  trying,  he  had  been  called  to  fill;  but  we  could  point  with 
much  satisfaction  to  his  published  letter  to  Captain  Alison,  of  the  22d  April,  1848^ 
as  the  platform  on  which  we  could  rely  for  non-interterence  in  regard  to  the  rights 
and  duties  of  Congress  to  legislate  on  all  subjects  of  domestic  policy. 

He  had  in  that  letter  very  explicitly  declared  his  views  in  relation  to  the  Execu¬ 
tive  veto.  I  now  read  from  that  letter  as  follows: 

“The  power  given  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Executive  to  interpose  liis  veto,  is  a  high  conserva¬ 
tive  power,  but  in  my  opinion  should  never  be  exercised  except  in  cases  of  clear  violation  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  or  manifest  haste  and  want  of  consideration  by  Congress.  Indeed  1  have  thought  that,  for 
many  years,  the  known  opinion  and  wishes  of  the  Executive  have  exercised  an  undue  and  injurious 
influence  upon  the  legislative  department  of  the  Government,  and  for  this  cause  I  have  thought  our 
system  was  in  danger  of  undergoing  a  great  change  from  its  true  theory. 

“  The  personal  opinions  of  the  individual  who  may  happen  to  occupy  the  Executive  chair,  ought 
not  to  control  the  action  of  Congress  upon  questions  of  domestic  policy,  nor  ought  his  objections  to- 


At  the  North  it 

This  letter  was  spread  fai  ^he  stump,  in  public  and  in 

was  held  up  in  all  the  pohtical  gather  „  insisted,  Aat  if  he  should  be  elected 

as  containing  sound  P^nciple^  an  f  ^  ,^,rcised  to  control  the  action  of  Con- 
President,  his  personal  opinions  would  whatever  misht  be  his  private  views^ 

gress  on  measures  of  eSeol*of  Slafem' “o'aid  not  believe  he  would 

S  a  slaveholder,  ur  ^^XTou  ofcong^ess  on  that  subject  He  was 

interfere  to  prevent  ,in\  cons  Wilmot  proviso,  but  as  bo'‘ig  ''' 

rn°‘  [XrSSre"  TgisTate  on  that  subject  as  they  might  deem  best  lor  the  who 
country,  or  not  at  all,  *at  was  mo^t  desiraUe.  ^ 

.f  a“e  Z  SrS\hepeopS,’as  expressed  through  their  Representatives  ,n  Congres., 
in  relation  to  the  improvement  of  “'/both  houses  of  Congress  for  these 

President.  f  „l,;trarv  vetoes  has  passed;  that  the  tyranin- of  Exe- 

I  thank  God  that  the  daj^  of  arbitral}  people, 

cutive  dictation  and  usurpation  into  effect.  It  is  cause  of  congratula- 

constitutionally  expressed,  can  regard  the  Constitution,  not  as  a  negation, 

rr deveClnd  £  Urghlt  iSteresI  rf  commerce,  agriculture,  and  manufac 

tures  throughout  our  widely-extended  country  Government,  to  appropriate 

The  constitutional  power  and  d“ty  imnrovement  of  rivers,  lakes,  andhai-bors, 
money  from  the  /re  necessary  to  the  facility  or  protection  of 

in  all  cases  where  .""P.™' .r  among  the  States,  has  been  so  clearly  de¬ 
commerce,  either  with  ^///ee^of  exercising  such  powmr  so  fully 

monstrafed,  and  the  “Pf ihat  it  onlv  remains  for  Congress  to 
shown  by  recent  manifestations  of  th  p  p  >  -  necessary  laws  to 

reduce  the  subject  to  a  permanent  system,  did  men  pa 

carry  it  into  practical  operation.  appropriated,  and  bene- 

Notwithstanding  large  sums  hav  e  been  ir  characterized  by  as  much 

ficially  expended  tor  these  “Ejects,  3'et  it  has  not  ^ 

system  and  permanency  as  ^  ^  jbj.  pje  support  of  Government,  m- 

Government.  Annual  ekarily  permanent  and  indispensable, 

eluding  the  army  and  navy.  These  are  ^ton  To  be  effectual,  the  ap- 

and  without  which  the  wheels  of  Governmeni  ^  P  svstematic  and  perma- 

^ropHations  for  harbor  and  river  None  but  neces^ 

nent  as  the  annual  appropriations  but  when  once  adopted,  there 

sary  national  works  J„pon°the  Government  which  should  not  be 

should  be,  and  is,  a  respoiisibility  resrm^  p  administration.  . 

overlooked,  ^'’^n  if  there  is  atteijard  a  cha  „  ^  accomplish  some  beneficial 

Every  Government  w^ork  is  adopted  rmnnlete  it,  and  often  extending 

purpose,  requiring  in  most  cases  severa  Before  an  improvement  of  this 

through  several  changes  of  the  Admmibtra  •  ^^ere  must  be  a 

kind  can  be  commenced  to  advantage,  \\  Yimeij,  prosecute  the  work, 
lar-e  outlay  for  necessary  =^na-bolts  must  be  procured;  if  a 

If  a  river  is  to  be  cleared  of  snags,  the  J  :  -gy  or  breakwater  is  to  be 

bar  is  to  be  removed,  dredge-boats  work  of  this  kind  ought 

constructed,  tools  and  machiner}  ,  -P  of  the  Government  to  make 

to  be  adopted  or  commenced  wnthout  pled^  n^ 
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specific  annual  appropriations  to  complete  it  in  as  short  a  time  as  can  be  done  with 

witbnnt  No  other  course  will  give  permanency  to  the  system,  and 

^  expended  by  one  Administration  is  lia- 

ble  to  be  lost  by  the  tyranny  or  caprice  of  the.  one  which  succeeds  it.  To  illustrate 

this,  I  have  only  to  refer  to  a  few  facts.  umusudie 

General  Jackson’s  administration,  over  three  millions  of  dollars 
were  a^ropnated  for  intenial  ^mprovements.  On  looking  over  the  appropriation  bills 

before*^ m"-  ®  ^  1^37,  whmh  was  the  day 

dfdeftl,^  S' inauguration.  General  Jackson  approved  ot  three  bills,  be¬ 

sides  the  General  Appropriation  bill,  in  which  the  following  sums  were  appropriated- 

%  the  river  and  harbor  bill  -  -  .  .  .  .  .co 

For  the  Cumberland  and  other  roads  -  -  ’  ' 

For  hght-houses,  light-ships,  &c.  -  -  .  .  ’  '  '  70?’ ro?  nX 

thfSmfApToTria^^^^  light-liouses  for  .he  year  1837,  contained  in'  _  ’  “ 

Coast  survey  -  -  _  '  ”  "  311,255  00 

.  60,000  00 

. #3.237,66313 

During  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Van  Biiren’s  administration,  the  appropriations  for 
the  same  objects  were  $2,887,065  89.  appropriations  tor 

Harbor  and  River  bills  vetoed  by  Mr.  Polk  were  of  the  same  character  and 

Va“  b"'™””™,'  "  'S'  W'?’"!  V  Ji'faon  ,i,d’  llf 

tog  ..iiiij,;  in .  n*  s:?:; 

Kr.,-- 

do,fel‘?hrsrcJ’boirXed  “'r  ?  was  aban- 

were  sold  at  ??.'Lt  ’  '’'.f  ‘oo‘s.  machinery,  and  materials,  then  on  hand, 

rntire  te™  prevailed  during  Mr.  Polk’s 

"  „  r  ;  He  was  willing  to  expend  untold  millions  in  a  foreign  war,  to  obtain 

represfntafive^s’^nhe  ne ‘7  7'’"''^  P”"'®''  '"hen  the 

for^Tmprovin-  the  7nro°^  ®  “Pf  of  a  few  hundred  thousand  dollars, 

g°7/Tr/  a  sou7e7  P  7  the  of  the  North,  and  the  rivers  of  the 

forbid.  ’  President  interposed  the  one-rnan  power,  and  said.  Mo,  I 

weltern  s7tes‘' ‘*Tre"rh°^  in<lignation  among  the  people  in  all  the  northern  and 
tlen  Stat7  were  Chicago  Convention  followed,  in  which  the  people  of  eigh- 
teen  States  were  represented— not,  sir,  to  dissolve  the  Union,  but  to  express  their 

a  firm  "resolve  bv  fa-'“"‘  f™m  such  arbitrary  dictation  of  the  Executive^  and  with 
a  nrm  resohe,  by  fair  argument  and  a  concentration  of  public  opinion  to  maintain 

wo7d  thus  a  b-r'  They  determined  to  support  L  manZ  fteshenl  who 

ould  thus  arbitrarily  interpose  his  veto  to  thwart  the  will  of  the  people  on  a  con- 

measure  of  such  vast  importance  to  the  commerce  of  the  country.  These 
portant  works,  many  of  which  are  now  in  a  dilapidated  state,  have  to  be  com¬ 
menced  anew,  under  the  present  Administration. 

pj  fortunate  for  the  country,  that  the  honest  and  patriotic 

President,  who  is  now  at  the  helm  of  this  Government,  did  nothing  more  dunno-  the 
political  campaign  than  to  lay  down  great  principles  for  his  guide,  without  gfving 
any  specific  pledges  on  these  agitating  questions  of  domestic  policy.  He  now^occu^ 
out'vro^f^  national  position,  that  he  can  do  justice  to  the  wLe  country  with- 
sultedTn  the  great  principles  asserted  during  the  campaign  which  re- 

ence  aL  T  nlnnr.*  ^  legislate  without  any  Executive  interfer- 

tion^  Ini  I  cannot  doubt  that  every  member  will  finally  meet  these  important  ques- 
t  ons,  and  discuss  them  upon  fair  constitutional  grounds,  for  the  good  of  the  whole 
un  ry,  regardless  of  any  threats  that  may  havfe  been  made  outside  of  the  duties 
devolved  upon  them  by  the  Constitution;  and  when  laws,  passed  after  mature  consid- 
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eration,  are  presented  to  the  President,  I  believe  they  will  be  approved  by  him,  un¬ 
less  they  are  clearly  unconstitutional.  -1  r  2.-I 

With'^the^e  views,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  ot  the 
practical  question  before  the  committee  requiring  action,  namely,  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  California  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States  The  President  in  his  California  message,  submitted  to  this  House  on  the 
21st  of  January  last,  earnestly  recommended  that,  if  the  constitution  which  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  that  territory  had  formed  for  themselves  should  be  found  to  be  in  compli- 
Lce  with  the  requisitions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  should  receive 

the  sanction  of  Congress.  ^  tt  u  xi,  -n  -j  .  .q 

Their  constitution  has  since  been  submitted  to  this  House  by  the  President,  and 

the  Senators  and  Representatives  from  California  have  presented  a  petition  praying 
for  her  admission.  Their  constitution  is  not  only  republican  in  its  character,  but 
appears  throughout  to  be,  like  the  President’s  message  on  this  subject,  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  human  wisdom.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare,  that  I  am  in  la\or  of  standing 
by  the  President  in  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  wise  and  patriotic  recommendation.  I 
am  for  admittino-  California  as  she  is,  with  her  present  constitution  and  boundaries, 
disconnected  from  all  other  subjects;  and  I  trust  there  will  be  early  action  on  the 

part  of  this  House.  n  .  .  t  -n  xu 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  are  some  objections  made  to  her  admission.  1  will,  there¬ 
fore,  proceed  to  notice  some  of  the  principal  of  these  objections.  The  most  promi¬ 
nent  one  is,  that  the  people  of  .California,  in  the  first  article  of  their  constitution, 
have  declared  that  neUhe'r  slavet'y  nor  involuniary  servitude^  unless  for  the  punish- 

ment  of  crime^  shall  ever  be  tolerated  in  this  State.  _ 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Seddon,)  condemns  the  action  and 
policy  of  President  Taylor,  as  developed  in  his  California  m.essage,  for  the  reason, 
L  he  alleges,  that  it  would,  if  carried  out  as  recommended,  '-filch  from  the  States 
of  the  South  all  chance  of  participation  in  the  new  acquisitions,  and  effectually  ex¬ 
clude  all  slaveholders  with  their  property.” 

Mr.  Seddon,  who  appears  to  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  South,  says: 

“It  was  emphatically  a  judicial  question  to  determine  whether  the  laws  of  Mexico,  legulating  the 
relations  of  persons,  continued,  and  prevailed  in  California,  and  belonged,  until  the  legislation  of  Con- 
ffress  afforded  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court,  appropriately  and  exclusively  to  the  Judiciary  (such  p  it 
be)  of  ihe  dt  facto  £;ovei*nnieiit  in  CaliforniB..  \et  this  whole  question  is  sumniaiily  deteimined 
by°thefiat  of  the  Executive,  ^hal  the  existing  laios,  regulating  the  relations  of  ihe  people  with  each  other, 

I  will  continue,  tintil  others,  lawfully  enacted,  shall  supercede  them.’’ 

“  Embarrassin*^  and  difficult  as  is  the  position  in  which  the  unauthorized  action  of  the  Executive 
has  placed  us,  our  duty,  Mr.  Speaker,  seems  to  me  plain.  We  ought  at  once  to  remand  Califoimia  to  her 
rightful  position  of  territorial  dependence.” 

The  honorable  gentleman  admits  that  his  opposition  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  California  proceeds  mainly  from  the  fact  that  "slaveholders  wuth  their  property” 
are  prevented  from  going  there,  and  charges  that  the  President  and  his  Cabinet,  by 
their  action  and  policy,  have  been  the  cause  of  this  alleged  injustice  to  the  South. 

On  this  charge  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  I  will  submit  a  few^  con¬ 
siderations  to  the  committee,  and  wml  endeavor  to  prove,  in  the  first  place,  that 
General  Taylor  did  not  originate  the  policy  of  continuing  the  de  facto  government, 
wuth  a  recognition  of  the  Mexican  laws  which  were  in  full  force  and  operation  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  war,  but  that  it  originated  with  the  late  President  and  his  Cabinet; 
and,  in  the  next  place,  that  the  enterprising,  free,  and  intelligent  people,  w  ho  emi- 
o^rated  there  in  such  large  numbers,  took  the  matter  into  their  own  hands,  voted  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  honest  convictions  in  favor  of  human  rights,  and  as  they  always 
would  vote  for  all  time  to  come,  whether  voting  under  a  recommendation  of  the 
people.  General  Rdey’s  proclamation,  or  a  law^  of  Congress,  authorizing  them  to 

form  a  State  government.  ^  , 

The  main  charge  is,  that  just  at  the  time  when  the  slaveholders  might  have  been 
encouraged  to  venture  into  this  territory  with  their  slaves,  the  Administration  thought 
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proper  to  announce  positively  that  the  Mexican  laws  regulating  the  relation  of 
persons  were  in  force  and  must  be  executed^’^  and  that  this  announcement  prevent¬ 
ed  them  from  going  there  with  their  slaves. 

Were  this  charge  true  in  fact^  it  was  only  announcing  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
ablest  jurists  iu  the  country,  that  under  the  law  of  nations,  the  Mexican  laws  were 
in  force  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  and  would  so  continue  until  chariged 
by  Congress  or  the  people.  But  the  charge  is  not  true  in  fact,  that  the  Mexican 
laws  were  put  in  force  by  the  present  Administration.  They  were  declared  in  lorce 
by  the  late  Administration,  and  have  only  been  continued  by  the  present  Adminis¬ 
tration,  as  I  will  now  proceed  to  show  by  the  clearest  documentary  proof.  I  will  first 
read  from  a  confidential  letter  from  Mr.  Marcy,  late  Secretary  of  War,  to  General 
Xearney,  June  3d,  1846,  putting  him  in  command  of  the  expedition  against  New 
Mexico  and  California. 

“ Should  you  conquer  and  take  possession  of  New  Mexico  and  Upper  California,  or  considerable 
places  in  either,  yow  voill  establish  temporary  civil  governments  therein,  abolishing  all  arbitrary  restrictions 
^hat  may  exist,  so  far  as  it  may  be  done  with  safety.  •  In  performing  this  duty,  it  would  be  wise  and 
prudent  to  continue  in  their  employment  all  such  of  the  existing  officers  as  are  known  to  be  friendly  to 
fehe  United  States,  and  will  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  them. 

In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  General  Kearney  proceeded  at  once  to  Santa 
Fe,  in  New  Mexico,  and  taking  military  occupation  of  the  country,  issued  his  proc¬ 
lamation,  August  22,  1846,  on  behalf  of  the  United  States  Government,  in  which 
be  expressly  declared,  that 

“It  is  the  wish  and  intention  of  the  United  States  to  provide  for  New  Mexico  a  free  government, 
with  the  least  possible  delay,  similar  to  those  in  the  United  States.  *  *  *  ^  * 

But  until  this  can  be  done,  the  laws  hitherto  in  existence  loill  be  continued,  until  changed  or  modified  by 
eompetent  authority;  and  those  persons  holding  office  will  continue  in  the  same  for  the  present,  provid- 
fiA  they  will  consider  themselves  good  citizens,  and  are  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the 
United  States.” 

On  the  22d  of  September,  1846,  one  month  afterwards,  he  established  an  ^‘or- 
law  of  the  territory  of  New  Mexico,”  and  a  code  of  laws,  which  he  published 
as  the  laws  by  which  the  people  of  that  territory  were  to  be  governed.  It  consists 
of  forty-six  pages,  and  is  published  with  the  President’s  special  message  to  this 
House,  December  22,  1846.  One  of  the  provisions  contained  in  this  code  of  laws 
■  was,  that 

“All  laws  heretofore  in  force  in  this  territory,  which  are  not  repugnant  to,  or  inconsistent  with,  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  thereof,  or  the  statute  laws  in  force  for  the  time  being, 
shall  be  the  rule  of  action  and  decision  in  this  territory.” 

So,  it  will  be  seen,  that  at  every  step  taken  by  General  Kearney,  in  establish¬ 
ing  a  civil  government,  and  putting  in  operation  a  code  of  laws  for  the  guidance  of 
the  people  of  New  Mexico,  the  Mexican  laws  were  continued  in  force^  unless  repug- 
aant  to  the  laws  made  by  him,  or  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States. 

The  same  is  true  in  regard  to  California.  On  the  12th  of  July,  1846,  George 
Bancroft,  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  sent  to  Commodore  Sloat,  commanding  the 
United  States  naval  forces  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  a  copy  of  the  confidential  instruc- 
€go,s  from  the  War  Department  to  General  Kearney,  containing  authority  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  civil  g'overnment  in  California,  and  also  informiag  the  Commodore,  that  ^^the 
Government  relies  on  the  land  and  naval  forces  cooperating  with  each  other  in  the 
snost  friendly  and  effective  manner.” 

On  the  13th  August,  1846,  by  an  order  of  the  Navy  Department,  Commodore  R. 
f.  Stockton  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  United  States  naval  squadron  in  the 
Btefic  ocean;  and,  in  pursuance  of  orders  previously  given  to  that  squadron,  on  the 
Ifth  of  August,  he  issued  a  proclamation  to  the  people  of  California,  declaring  that 
®^the  territory  of  California  now  belongs  to  the  United  States,  and  will  be  governed, 
a®  soon  as  circumstances  will  permit,  by  officers  and  laws  similar  to  those  by  which 
the  other  territories  of  the  United  States  are  regulated  and  protected.” 

In  a  few  days  after,  Commodore  Stockton,  styling  himself  ‘‘commander-in-chief 
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of  the  United  States  forces  in  Pacific  oc^n  and 

California,  and  flTsaid  Terrln  of^  until  altered  by  the 

that  the  United  States,  constituted  in  manner  and  lorm  as  follows: 

in  a’nd  over  the  said  Territory  shall  be  vested  m  a 
Ine  iL,xecuu  p  nffirp  for  four  years,  unless  sooner  removed  b}  the 

governor,  ^  ^  ,  states-’’  nrovidinc^  also  for  the  appointment  of  a  secretary 

President  of  the  and  then  declared  that,  “the  municipal 

for  the  Terntoiy,  a  „  j  g  jg  districts,  heretofore  existing  m  the  Ter- 

ofiicers  of  cities,  towns,  ^  proceedino-s  be  regulated  and  controlled 

-council.”  ,  .  1  •  annual  messao-e  to  Congress  of  December  8, 

temporary  governments  m  CuWoi  country.  In  his  special  message  of 

ruf  ?W8,  t  tTdoTbrthe  laws  of  natioL,  giving  his  rea- 

storm  at  full  len^^th  for  the  orders  he  had  given.  j  ixr  qo  isas  V»p 

The  treaty  of  Guadaloupe  Hidalgo  haviiig^  een  e^^ 

came  operative  upon  both  ^veinments,  cnan  „  annuarmessao-e  to  Congress, 

each  other  to  that  o  P^^ce  inform  us,  that  “the  only  government  which  re- 

December  5,  Ic  ,  ■  established  bv  the  military  authorities  during 

mained,  [after  ‘h®  t«»ty,]  was^  tha.  ^ 

^^^"^^Vof^hfTnhabitlnt-  ^  J  continued  temporarily,  they  were  advised 

“  :tl  S  «“  «,  t«  .hS  .h«.  p.n»l  k»«' 

a^^i,  assemble^  bt  ‘bb  concla.ion  of  the 

71  itt/i^:rof  r  cs 

EtS.?.it?for  m'I  .‘ 

although  it  is  likely  to  be  free  and  not  slav  e  territo  }  ^  respon¬ 
sibility  of  their  own  acts,  and  not  attempt  to  happened  to  turn 

sibility  on  to  the  present  Administration,  because  the  PP 

—  /.  r,  CrM-oA  in  fVpw  Atexico  is  that  which  was  established  in  1846, 

^“The  system  of  govenimem  now  m  throxtgh  their  representatives  lately  as- 

and  embraces  what  is  termed  Keainey  s  ,  nieraorial  to  Congress, 

setnbled  in  convention,  have  happily  ^^r^sedtheii  another  be  provided.”  [See  letter 

and  is  considered  adequate  to  the  wants  to  Mr.  Marcy.  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

from  Colonel  Washington,  late  Governor  of  ^ew  Mexico,  to  /, 

November  8,  1848.] 
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out  differently  from  what  they  expected.  I  think  the  ^‘action  and  policy”  of  the 
late  administration,  although  intended  to  extend  slavery,  may  have  operated  to  pro¬ 
duce  a  contrary  result;  and  instead  of  extending,  it  has  had  the  effect  to  exclude  it 
from  those  territories.  The  New  York  regiment,  under  Colonel  J.  D.  Stevenson,, 
sent  there  by  the  late  Administration,  being  opposed  to  slavery,  no  doubt  exerted 
some  influence  in  favor  of  freedom.  This  regiment  arrived  in  California  during  the 
war,  and  at  its  close  was  disbanded  in  the  territory,  and  many  of  the  officers  and 
men. took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of  the  State  constitution;  and  one  of  them 
is  now  here  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  that  State. 

It  i-s  true  tha^t  the  late  President,  in  his  message  after  the  close  of  the  war,  re¬ 
commended  to  Congress  the  organization  of  territorial  governments  for  these  terri¬ 
tories,  but  in  consequence  of  a  disagreement  between  the  Senate  and  House,  with 
regard  to  the  prohibition  of  slavery  therein,  all  attempts  made  to  pass  laws  for  their 
organization  failed.  A  majority  of  the  House  were  in  favor  of  prohibiting  slavery 
while  a  majority  in  the  Senate  were  opposed  to  it.  ^ 

During  the  last  session  Senator  Douglas,  as  chairman  of  a  select  committee-,  also 
reported  a  bill  in  the  Senate  providing  for  the  formation  of  two  new  States  from 
these  territories,  leaving  the  question  of  slavery  to  the  people  thereof;  but  it  did  not 
pass,  for  the  reason  that  Congress  had  rfot  power  to  create  new  States.  It  only  had 
po^mr  to  admit  them  after  the  people  had  acted  by  the  formation  of  a  State  consti¬ 
tution  and  government. 

From  this  brief  statement  of  the  history  of  New  Mexico  and  California,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  it  is  very  clear  that  civil  governments  were  established 
in  both  those  Territories  under  the  orders  of  the  late  Administration;  that  those  gov¬ 
ernments  recognised  and  continued  the  Mexican  laws  in  full  force  and  practical 
operation,  except  as  modified  by  these  temporary  governments  ;  that  one  of  the 
Mexican  laws  then  in  force,  and  not  changed,  was  a  law  abolishing  slavery,  and  the 
declaration  of  inherent  rights  belonging  to  the  people,  contained  in  the  Constitution 
of  Mexico,  published  in  1843,  declaring  that  ^^no  one  is  a  slave  in  the  territory  of 
the  nation,  and  any  introduced  shall  be  considered  free,  and  shall  be  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  laws;”  that  President  Polk,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  of  peace 
with  Mexico,  advised  that  these  temporary  civil  governments  should  be  submitted 
to  until  Congress  could  legislate  on  the  subject;  that  Governor  Mason  did  in  fact 
issue  his  proclamation  continuing  the  de  facto  government  in  force;  that  General 
Riley,  who  succeeded  Governor  Mason,  was  the  civil  Governor  in  California  in 
June  last,  having  been  previously  appointed  by  the  late  President,  and  issued  his 
proclamation  to  the  people,  inviting  them  to  form  a  State  constitution  for  that  Terri¬ 
tory,  before  any  order  reached  him  from  General  Taylor,  after  his  inauguration. 

General  Taylor  coming  into  the  presidential  chair,  and  finding  these  Territories 
thus  situated,  wisely  determined  not  to  interfere  with  the  de  facto  governments 
established  by  his  predecessor,  and  then  existing  in  those  Territories.  General  Tay¬ 
lor  says: 

“  On  coming  into  office,  I  found  the  military  commandant  of  the  department  of  California  exer¬ 
cising  the  functions  of  civil  governor  in  that  Territory;  and  left,  as  I  was,  to  act  under  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo,  without  the  aid  of  any  legislative  provision  in  establishing  a  government  in  that 
territory,  I  thought  it  best  not  to  disturb  that  arrangement  made  under  my  predecessor,  until  Congress 
should  take  some  action  on  that  subject.  I  did  not  therefore  interfere  with  the  powers  of  the  military 
commandant,  who  continued  to  exercise  the  functions  of  civil  governor  as  before ;  but  I  made  no 
such  appointment,  conferred  no  such  authority,  and  have  allowed  no  increased  compensation  to  the 
commandant  for  his  services.” 

The  fact  that  the  last  Administration  declared  that  the  ^Mexican  laws  were  in  fuU 
force  and  operation,  except  as  modified  by  the  laws  which  they  made,  and  their 
continuation  by  the  present  Administration,  no  doubt  had  its  effect  in  excluding 
slavery  from  California;  yet  that  was  not,  in  my  judgment,  the  only  cause  which 
operated  to  produce  that  result.  The  discovery  of  the  gold  mines,  and  the  conse¬ 
quent  large  immigration  of  the  free  and  intelligent  white  laborers  from  the  North, 
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who  were  eager  to  work  the  mines  with  their  own  hands,  wmnld  never  consent  to 
be  degraded  by  being  brought  on  a  level  with  the  slaves  of  the  South.  The  white 
laborer,  w^hile  at  work  with  his  fellow^  and  equal,  may  well  regard  his  occupation  as 
honorable;  and  being  inspired  with  the  thought  that  whatever  he  acquired  would  be 
his  own,  would  work  on  with  eagerness  and  satisfaction.  Slavery,  on  the  contrary, 
would  operate  as  a  blight  and  a  curse  to  the  whole  country.  The  keen-sio-htod 
citizens  in  that  country  knowing  this,  have  guarded  against  it  by  the  prohibition 
unanimously  adopted  in  their  constitution,  excluding  slavery  forever  from  their 
State,  notwithstanding  two-fifths  of  the  voters  wmre  immigrants  from  the  slavehold¬ 
ing  States. 

Much  has  been  said  by  Southern  gentlemen  about  maintaining  the  ‘‘happy  equi¬ 
librium’’ between  the  twm  sections  of  the  country— -that  whenever 'a  free  State  is 
admitted  into  the  Union,  a  slave  State  should  be  admitted  at  the  same  time,  so  that 
there  should  always  be  an  equal  number  of  Senators  from  the  free  and  slave  States. 
It  is  conceded  that  the  northern  and  western  States  will  always  have  a  laro-e  ma¬ 
jority  of  members  in  the  House  of  Representatives;  and  no  matter  how  large  the 
majority  may  be  there,  they  desire  to  have  a  check  upon  them  in  the  Senate,  to 
resist  and  thwart  any  popular  measure  which  the  House  may  pass,  if  it  does  not 
suit  the  wishes  of  Southern  gentlemen.  This  is  not  the  doctrine  of  common  sense 
and  justice;  it  is  not  republican;  it  is  not  even  the  doctrine  of  the  old  Democratic 
party.  They  once  contended,  in  the  strongest  terms,  that  the  majority  should  gov¬ 
ern,  and  always  adhered  to  that  principle  until  the  adoption  of  the  two-thirds  rule 
by  the  Baltimore  Convention,  which  threw  Mr.  Van  Buren  overboard,  and  nomi¬ 
nated  Mr.  Polk  in  1844.  Having  myself  always  maintained  that  the  majority  ought 
to  rule,  and  having  acquiesced  in  the  principle  when  formerly  pressed  upon  us  by 
the  old  Democratic  party,  I  am  not  now  disposed  to  abandon  it^  But,  Mr.  Chair¬ 
man,  if  the  happy  equilibrium  which  the  gentlemen  theoretically  contend  for  were 
restored  to-day,  so  as  to  give  to  the  South  as  many  members  of  Congress  as  the 
North  now  have,  and  agree  that  the  Senate  should  be  kept  equal  in  numbers  for  ten 
years,  how  long  alter  that  do  you  suppose  it  would  continue?  Not  more  than  ten 
years  afterward;  only  till  the  next  census,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  the  action  of 
I  the  United  States  Government  does  not  control  emigration,  enterprise,  and  the  free 
white  labor  of  the  North.  Our  ports  are  thrown  open,  and  the  free  soil  of  the  North 
and  West  is  spread  before  the  oppressed  of  all  nations,  inviting  them  thither.  The 
rich  valleys  of  the  North,  the  prairies  of  the  West,  and  the  mineral  regions  of  Cali¬ 
fornia,  free  from  the  taint  of  slavery,  will  ever  attract  the  immigrant  from  the  older 
States  of  the  Union,  and  from  Ireland,  Germany,  France,  England,  and  other  op- 
I  pressed  and  over-peopled  countries  of  Europe,  in  preference  to  slave  soil  of  the 
same  quality.  The  emigrant  who  designs  to  cultivate  the  virgin  soil  with  his  own 
imnds, ’would  feel  degraded  to  be  placed  on  a  level  with  the  slave,  who  reaps  not 
the  fruits  of  his  own  toil.  Hence  it  is,  that  this  theoretical  equilibrium  can  never 
be  maintained  in  practice.  The  action  of  the  national  government  cannot  and  ought 
not  to  control  it. 

When  gentlemen  talk  of  the  aggressions  of  the  North  upon  their  institutions,  if 
they  would  attribute  it,  not  to  the  action  of  the  Government,  but  to  the  real  cause, 
and  say  that  slave  soil  cannot  keep  pace  with  free  soil  in  population,  agriculture, 
manufactures,  and  the  arts,  they  will  be  prepared  themselves  to  correct  the  evils 
under  which  they  are  now  living;  nor  will  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  as 
^oposed  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Calhoun,)  save  them  from 
the  evils  of  slavery.  The  cause  lies  deeper.  Virginia  has  a  good  soil,  genial  cli¬ 
mate,  capacious  harbors,  and  noble  rivers;  but  so  long  as  slavery  exists  there,  she 
can  never  expect  to  compete  successfully  with  the  free  labor  and  enterprise  of  the 
free  States.  This  is  apparent  to  all  who  have  watched  her  progress  for  the  last  fifty 
years,  as  compared  with  Ohio,  New  York,  and  other  free  States.  The  immigration 
from  Europe  is  not  to  Virginia,  or  South  Carolina,  or  indeed  any  of  the  slave- 
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holding  State.,  >n  anyth.ng  Id.  l^leltJrotM? 

never  will  be,  so  '°°g  ^  statesmen  have  often  felt  and  deplored  the  existence 

ter  and  the  slave.  Viiginia  >-  ^  loqo  there  was  a  verv  interesting  de- 

of  slavery  within  their  limits.  propositions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery 

bate  in  their  legislature  m  inferred  to  in  this  House;  but  I  trust  I 

in  that  State.  This  debate  has  ofte  speeches  made  on  that 

shall  be  pardoned  for  making  a  few  extracts  from  some  P 

Gen.  W.  H.  Brodnax,  of  Dinwiddie,  said. 


Gen.  W.  H.  Brodnax,  Oi  be  idle,  and  worse  than  idle. 

That  slavery  in  Virginia  is  an  evil,  ^l^ieh  has  blighted  in  its  course  every  region 

for  any  human  being  to  doubt  or  deny.  It  is  a  ^  ^  history  of  other  countries  and 

it  has  muched  from  the  creation  of  the  world-  review  them\  but  we  have  evidences 

other  limes  might  be  and  P‘;“f ‘“r  ’  tcressiWe  to  daily  observation ,  in  the  short  history 

ITSffeSt^ron 

elusive  in  their  character,”  fee. 

The  Hon.  C.  j.  Faulknei,  lemarked.  Virhnresses  heavily  again.'^t  the  best  inter- 

«  Slavery,  it  is  admitted  is  an  avi'i  ‘san  ‘"sutuuon^v^  mechaniefthi  artisan  the  manu- 

esls  of  the  State.  It  ban.shcs  free  bread-,  it  converts  tlte  energy  of  a  commu- 

faclurer;  it  deprives  them  of  '-‘ib'PVirefficiency  into  vreakness.  Sir,  being  thus  injurious, 

nitv  into  indolence,  its  power  into  imbecility,  siiall  society  suffer  that  the  slaveholder  may  con- 

Save  we  not  a  ri^ht  lo  demand  hs  externtmation  ?  -p„i“  y  eompared  with  the  great 

tinue  to  gather  his  crop  of  human  fies  .  ,  ^„trv  languish,  droop,  die,  that  the  s  aveholdei  may 

interests  of  the  coramon  weal  ?  Must  ‘m  no  _y^„  ^i|bts  subordinate  to  those  of  the  slat;eho  der^ 


“'STMexican  war  was  prosecuted  C 

This  was  avowed  during  the  w  ar  y  the  House.  I  now  introduce  a 

gress,  soon  after  the  Wihnot  proviso  ‘^t„7 p„Wo(  used  this  language: 

!evv  extracts  to  prove  this  Fhe  Oha.leston  ^ 

“  We  trust  th-at  our  southern  represe.ita  ;  ,  ^  p  g^tin  Mexico,  and  every 

v,ar-  And  the  Charleston  ‘  ^  ,vhich  must  widen  the 

dollar  spent  there,  but  insures  acqu^  tion  ol  terr  y 

field  of  Southern  enterprise  and  power  fo,  to  vive  ns  the  control 

•Adjust  the  whole  balance  of  power  m  the  “ 

ovir  the  operations  of  the  iiL^M-  Seddon)  denounced  the  proviso 

her  sons,  with  were  o  he  whoUy  exclu^ 

Similar  sentiments  were  declared  by  h^o^ie 

ginia,  and  many  other  gentlemen  ^tSusdiinv  tei^orai-y  in 

When  the  late  oAhe  /reelawsof  Mexico,  by  which 

California  and  New  Mexico,  with  a  ^ecog  ^  undoubtedly  got  much  more  thar 

lily  i—J-  rh«[ 

intekded'to  plant  slavery  there,  p  .themjwn  ea„er^^^ 

a  de  facto  go''e™P®“‘pP7rte  late  Administration  got  more  than  they  bargainee 
This  was  not  the  “‘I'y,  *7®*  to  Mexico  to  fight  the  battles  of  our  country  in  i 
for.  They  sent  General  Taylor  to  “f  ^  this  instance,  too,  they  go 

war  of  conquest,  to  perpetuate  eir  P  f^on,  the  time  the  firs 
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and  navy.  I  only  refer  to  these  facts  at  this  time  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that 
the  South,  under  a  southern  Administration,  pushed  the  country  into  the  war  with 
Mexico  to  obtain  territory  by  conquest — to  extend  slavery  and  perpetuate  their  own 
power  and  the  power  of  the  South;  but  as  a  legitimate  consequence  of  their  own 
acts,  not  intentional,  I  admit,  they  are  now  out  of  power. 

The  territory  has  been  acquired,  but  it  is  free  soil;  it  has  extended  our  national 
domain,  but  it  has  increased  the  area  freedom  in  the  United  States.  Good  is  like- 
ly  to  come  out  of  evil,  and  for  one,  I  trust  we  shall  not  lose  the  vantage  ground  on 
which  we  now  stand,  hut  keep  it  free.  No  compromise — no  concession,  which  shall 
extend  slavery  beyond  its  present  limits — is  the  almost  universal  sentiment  of  the 
people  I  represent,  and  under  no  circumstances  will  I  misrepresent  them  w’hile  I 
have  the  honor  of  a  seat  upon  this  floor. 

I  have  said  that  General  Taylor’s  plan  of  admitting  the  territories  as  States,  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  to  be  the  most  feasible,  constitutional,  and  republican.  That  country 
came  to  us  free,  and  under  the  operation  of  the  Mexican  laws,  declared  in  force  by 
the  late  Administration,  and  continued  in  force  by  General  Taylor  and  his  Cabinet, 
I  believe  it  will  continue  free,  until  the  people,  in  the  remainder  of  the  territory, 
shall  establish  permanently  free  constitutions  and  State  governments  for  themselves, 
as  the  people  of  California  have  done,  and  that  by  the  ^‘action  and  policy”  of  the 
late  as  well  as  the  present  Administration,  the  whole  may,  from  time  to  time,  be 
admitted  as  free  States.  The  present  de  facto  government  in  New^  Mexico,  first  es¬ 
tablished  by  General  Kearney,  to  which  I  have  referred,  can  be  continued  m  force 
with  such  modifications  as  have  been  made,  or  the  people  residing  there  may  here¬ 
after  choose  to  make,  until  they  apply  for  admission  as  a  State.  This  civil  govern¬ 
ment  is  not  in  subordination  to  the  military  force  stationed  in  that  country,  but  is  in¬ 
dependent  in  its  execution  of  the  law's.  Civil  magistrates  and  ministerial  ofiicers 
perform  their  appropriate  functions  in  all  matters  of  civil  jurisdiction.  Colonel  Mon¬ 
roe  is  the  present  civil  governor  of  that  territory,  and  bound  to  execute  the  civil 
laws  adopted  and  put  in  force  there  by  General  Kearney  during  the  late  Administra¬ 
tion.  He  can,  and  no  doubt  does,  w'hen  it  is  necessary,  call  to  his  aid  the  military 
force  under  his  command,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  those  laws,  and  maintaining 
and  supporting  the  civil  authorities  in  the  discharge  of  their  appropriate  duties;  and 
the  military  force  stationed  there  will  also  protect  them  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Indians,  The  population  of  New  Mexico  is  from  ninety  thousand  to  one  hundred 
thousand,  and  they  wdll  no  doubt  very  soon  form  a  State  Constitution,  and  apply  for 
admission  as  a  State. 

On  all  subjects  of  national  legislation.  Congress  may,  in  the  mean  time,  legislate 
for  their  benefit.  The  revenue  laws  may,  if  necessary,  be  extended  over  the  coun¬ 
try;  post-offices  and  post  routes  may  be  established  there,  and  such  aid  given  them 
to  open  roads  as  is  usually  afforded  to  the  territories  of  the  United  States;  the  pub¬ 
lic  lands  may  be  surveyed,  land-oflices  established,  and  the  lands  disposed  of  as  w-ell 
w'ithout,  as  with,  a  territorial  government.  But  if  Congress  shall  deem  it  best  to 
have  territorial  governments  established,  and  bills  are  introduced  and  pressed  in  this 
House  by  Southern  gentlemen  for  that  purpose,  changing  the  operation  of  the  free 
laws  of  Mexico,  now  in  force  in  those  Territories,  or  leaving  it  in  any  way  doubtful, 
I  shall,  in  accordance  writh  my  own  feelings,  as  well  as  the  known  washes  ot  the 
people  I  represent,  vote  for  a  restriction,  to  be  inserted  in  the  bill,  w^hich  wdU  posi¬ 
tively  and  effectually  prevent  slavery  from  going  there. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  extension  of  slavery  in  every  form,  and  in  all  bills  wmere 
Congress  assumes  to  legislate  for  the  people  in  the  territories,  I  think  it  right  in  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  safest  in  practice,  to  incorporate  in  the  territorial  bills  the  Jeffersonian  re¬ 
striction,  contained  in  the  ordinance  adopted  under  the  old  Confederation  in  1787, 
prohibiting  slavery  in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  and  recognised  after 
the  adoption  of  the  present  Constitution  by  a  bill  approved  by  General  Washington, 
August  7,  1789. 
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I  know  that  gentlemen  who  desire  to  extend  slavery  say,  that  by  continuing  the 
present  de  facto  governments  in  force  they  will  be  excluded  from  all  this  terntoiy 
?‘with  their  property.”  They  will  only  be  prohibited  from  taking  s/cnes  there. 
They  can  take  all  property,  which  is  admitted  as  such  by  the  general  consent  of 
mankind,  the  same  as  the  people  of  the  free  States.  They  will  be  on  a  perfect 
equality  with  the  North.  They  can  go  there  themselves,  and  they  can  take  any 
thing  with  them  we  can  take,  or  desire  to  take  there,  the  same  as  those  who  have 

o'on^  from  the  slaveholding  States  to  California.  ,  ^  it,  i 

°  During  the  past  week,  a  book  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  pages  has  bera  laid 
upon  m.y  tableland  I  believe  upon  the  tables  of  all  the  other  members  of  this  House, 
ehitled^“  Cuba  and  the  Cubans,”  which  I  regard  as  mohee  that  a  new  project 
is  on  foot  to  annex  the  island  of  Cuba  to  the  United  States.  I  know  not  who  it  is 
that  has  been  so  kind  as  to  distribute  this  book  gratuitously  to  all  the  members;  but 
for  myself  I  will  say,  that  I  feel  very  much  obliged  to  the  gentleman  that  has  favor¬ 
ed  me^with  such  a  handsome'volume.  I  shall  read  it  attentively,  an^i  give  the  sub¬ 
jects  of  which  it  treats  early  consideration.  But  I  desire  here,  in 
ner,  to  give  to  that  gentleman  what  the  lawyers  term  a  cross  nohee,  that  when  Cuba 
comes  Into  this  Umon  she  must  come  free.  “  No  more  slave  S  ates,  and  no  more 
slave  territory,”  is  the  decree  sent  forth  by  the  people,  and  it  will  be  obeyed. 

In  the  preface  to  this  book,  it  is  stated  in  regard  to  Ciiba,  that  the  attention  o  | 
both  England  and  the  United  States  is  directed  toward  that  island  with  eager  inter¬ 
est.  •  Within  or  without  the  United  States,  she  will  soon  be  free  from  i 

Spanish  dominion,,  and,  which  is  of  great  consequence  to  this  country,  if  free  wi  - 
out  our  aid  or  influence,  she  falls  to  England.  How  will  the  United  State  relish 
the  possession  by  that  nation  of  a  point  which  commands  the  Gulf 

the  Luth  of  the  Mississippi *  *  *  The  appendix  contains  much  important 

statistical  information,  together  with  a  translation  of  f 

in  reply  to  Don  Jose  Antonio  Saco,  on  the  subject  of  the  annemhon  of  Cuba  to  th 

^itm  not fure  that  thepeople  of  this  country  will  oppose  the  annexation 
United  States  if  it  can  be  done  in  a.peaceable  and  proper  manner,  ^ 
safely  say  that  they  will  oppose  her  annexation  as  a  slave  State,  lor  two  reasons 
first,  because  they  regard  slavery  as  so  great  an  e  vil  that  even  the  ' 

the  Constitution  relating  to  the  surrender  of 

should  not  be  further  extended  over  it;  second,  because  they  are 
should  be  any  more  territory  annexed  to  the  United  States  in  which  five  colored 
persons,  treated  and  claimed  as  property,  should  be  equal  to  ‘hree  white  persons  m 
the  basis  of  representation  for  the  election  of  members  of  Congress.  ^ 

“colored  persons,”  because  the  word  slave  does  not  occur  anywhere  in  the  Consti- 
tutrn  lo  cauti’ous  were  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  not  to  ^ 

right  of  property  in  slaves,  that  they  are  called  persons  in  the  only  three  places  to 

which  reference  is  made  to  them  in  that  instrument.  Aiiu„n  tetter  has 

General  Taylor,  adhering  to  the  peace  policy  set  forth  in  the  Allison  letter,  has 
been  true  to  the  nation  in  reference  to  Cuba.  During  the  last  summer  ere  was 
unlawful  assemblage  of  persons  with  arms  and  ammunition  on  Round  island,  with  a 
Tew  to  aM  insurrection  and  revolution  in  Cuba.  As  soon  as  he  was  sufficient  y  in¬ 
formed  of  the  object  and  design  of  this  unlawful  expedition,  he  issued  his  prohlama- 
tffin  agaffist  it,  which  very  soon  put  an  end  to  their  proceedings,  and  dispersed  the 

reim  forever,’’  unless  we  would  give  pledges  in  advance  not  to  pass  the  W 

proviso,  has  reminded  us  of  our  obligations  under  the  Constitution 

rection  or  domestic  violence.  In  acknowledging  this  obligation,  I  J 

permitted  at  the  same  time  to  remind  that  gentleman,  that  ^  °  the^dutv 

rection  in  higher  places  than  those  alluded  to  by  him,  i  wou  fA,^;Ticr^hat  also 

of  the  people  to  rally  round  the  President  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  that  also. 
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^her  f™*?  Georgia,  as  we,U  as 

Nashville  Vonvention,  to  another  proviston  of  fhe  Pn  fn  P™Pos-ed 

no  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance  or  co  which  says  “thaU 

consent  of  Congress,  «  enter  into  any  a^rSent  or  rlf 

fhese  provisions  of  the  Constitution  sLuld  b^Lrefullv  i"'“5  State.”  ' 

about  to  enter  upon  so  treasonable  a  project  and  sei  ^  who  are 

committing  au“  overt  act,”  which  wo^uld  briiii?  down  SO  without 

nnu  °b  General  Taylo^r  at  the 

tio^,^"ld^t  ‘'te  Chicago  Conven- 

tee  to  Congress,  presenting  an  unanswerable  ar.^llZn?'^-  ewcutive  commit- 

tional  power  of  Congress  to  make  approprk&Srtb'l  ‘“t"  "“tistitu- 

nvers,  and  containing  a  vast  amount  of  fnforrtion  sbo'I^’P^r”®'’^  “f  harbors  and 
as  the  necessity  for  exercising  that  power  bv  fnlpp’  ^  expediency  as  weU 

memonal,  and  the  statistical  fnforLta  annexed  i<^g‘^.lation.  This 

port.  No.  741,  accompanying  an  able  renort  maric  h  found  in  House  re- 

chairman  of  the  Committee  on  ComLrce  of  the  la^t  P  Hunt, 

23d  June,  1848.  If  the  proposed  Nashville  Pen  submitted  on  the 

abors,  present  a  memorial  cLtainino-  as  inat  a  ,1  Ki‘°"  ‘^leir 

nshtution  of  slavery,  and  of  slaveiw  eSen  iL  I  do  nf”  ffr?*  “ 
arl}' attention  and  respectful  coSiSbn '‘°The  *‘^House  will  give  it 

litutional  right  «to  peaceably  ^ssemWe  iat  Na  lS^  of  the  South  have  1  con- 
le  Government  for  a  redress  of  o-rievancea  ”  e^aewliere)  and  petition 

ention,  and  I  trust  the  Nashville  Convention  i5  it  Con- 

more.  Let  us  liave  free  discussion  ’t  at  ‘n.  attempt 

id  by  facts  and  arguments  demonstrate  to  the  neoni  question  fairly, 

'Cial,  and  political  blessing,”  if  it  can  be  done-  a^d  a^avery  is  a  great  “moral, 
mvinced  of  these  alleo-ed  facts  fhp  pa  i  c  ^^at,  on  being- 

■  the  South;  but  they  wm  nevh  y1e?dTo  t^aP  of”‘" 

)n.  That  day  has  gone  by.  The  bold  and  fpiirlA^^  «ienace,  or  revolu-  • 

Jams,  amid  threats  of  personal  violence  has  finah^v^lT^V  Quincy 

g,  and  the  odious  twenty-first  rule  which  fnrmo  ?  Atherton 

der  foot  the  sacred  right  of  petition  o-uarantiAd  discu.ssion,  and  trampled 

w  be  discussed  in  and  out  of  Cont?rA-«  -4  Constitution.  Slavery  must 
)ecially  in  reference  to  its  exten^iion^into  fA^°f  nierits,  like  all  other  subjects, 
iich  has  been  forced  upon  us^o-o  on-lit  i  discussion 

lit  be  shown  up  in  broad  daylfo-ht  here  and^dfcwK^’  ^  institution, 

ji-al,  social,  and  political  aspects*  and  if  if  i=5  f  be  examined  in  its 

|a  great  moral,  s^ocial,  and  politkal  tfi  a  I  bl^^  instead  of  being  a  blessing,  to 
ittempt  to  extend  it,  beyond  its  present  lilL^  T? 

ss  the  South,  even  if  it  has  the  power  THa  North  has  no  desire  to  op- 

ple  IS  against  slavery  and  opprelion  in  all  religious  sentiment  of  the 

be  changed,  not  by  threats^rf  disunion  biifbv  r™’'’  that  sentiment 

never  consent  to  have  it  extended  at'  all  hJ  ^  ®eund  argument,  they 

rs;Lrt:^’h;f  ^dii 

“  as 

^s-General  Taylor  his  showf  the  Union  of  the 

lave  arrived  in  the  political  history  of  Uh^  ^ ^^^ch 

latever  dangers  may  threaten  the  TTninn  r  h  ,”^tion.  He  has  declared,  that 

tegrity  to  the  full  extent  of  the  ^  maintain  it  in 

gahons  imposed,  and  the  power  conferred. 
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.  ■  f  »r,rl  determined  resolution  has  found 

p'”«;  “4  .u “  “,f.  :,T“vS 

J-'aw  be  faithfully  of  the  United  States,  of  the  mU 

in-chie^f  the  army.and  /  of  the  United  States  Wnn 

State  :  when  called  into by  the  Constitution,  who  can 


in-chiec  of  the  army  anu  navy  U„itea  «ate^  ’  ^oubt  that  the 

State  :  when  called  into  actual  Constitution,  who  can 

tier  '  imposed  and  power  c  ^  attempt  at  ?(u  ^^ihole  country, 

H.RO  of  Buena  Vista  w.  1  cru^ti  ev  ,  of  the  who^e 

laws.  He  has  a  strong  hold  upon  ''^'^^T.fflaJofthek  ^  to  aid 

and  the  first  ‘  ’’''cH  ac  '  ^-^gna  around  the  fluo  cemented  by 

Oi  freemen,  '^howou  d  rally  wim^  Union,  which  has  heen^j^^^ 

him  in  maintaiuing  j  trust,  sir,  the  day  wil  .  „ovd  and  a  perpetua- 

the  blood  of  our  ^**1^  •  ^  Taylor  desires  harmony  an  ^  prosperous 

rvill  be  necessary.  j  ^h^  people  of  this  nation  .have  hecn  P 

tion  of  the  Union  “odei  whmh  P^^  P^  the  will  of  he 

siX”p~''‘’  .r**  '“i“  to  i  p-tostos"  >“ ■" 

ifiss  A  ..w  „  ...s-i  -»p»- 


appendix 


or  REParsES-T.iT.VES,  MarA  19,  1850.  I 

Sm  ;  Wil!  yt™  be  Kind  enough  a  few  days  since,  that  negro  slavery  w 

1.  The  reasons  for  the  nen^ rf" New  Mexico  ?  .  Mexico  since  General  Kearney  took  mil. 

“r  mlrh^jLta  form  of  civil  gov^  t846.  and  who  have  been  ihe  prm  p, 

^‘.Tere  h^mig^ants  from  the  United  ^  SPAULDINa 


ficers  m  cuAig^  New  Mexico  ,  aim, 

many'^e?e  imm'f™"*'' h'”™  s'i'^very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servanu  ^  gp_4ULDING- 
Desiring  an  early  reply ,  i  am, 

n.h^ate  from  Mw  Mexico. 

•Hugh  N.  Smith,  esq., 


Washington,  March  20,  18~0. 

•  •  .vhAiit  New  Mexico,  has  been  receiv 

S.E  1  Your  note  of  *MiScrlli"rldToti?n  Tnegro  Wt^t^chraptesfofThor:; 

NexrMexico,  was  a  tSed  throughlhe  *«,  eonUolleO^^  the  va 

SsitTheK^:  t"s 

rm^'comtandCcolonel  .(.at  the 

In  reply  to  your  third  inqi  7’  •  by  a  census  taken  y  ,  rp^dent  voters,  immigrants 

re"r^i!r;  ^ ' 

the  United  States  •,  mi..  & 
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terprising,  industrious,  and’thHftVpoouSio^  ""  Ve^y^reJS'i’i  V  '7  'v 

your  obedient  servant, 

Hon.  E.  G.  Spacldixc,  House  of  Representatives.  '  HUGH  N.  SMITH. 


the  PRESIDENT’S  CALIFORNIA  MESSAGE. 

To  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States:  Washikgto.v,  January  21,  1850.  . 

"f  tl.at  body,  passed  o„  .he 

'orctlt“n.roffi«'’T?rundilf 'he'rSoM’or.'’''^'’  "" 

the  functions  ofcivil  go’vernorin  that™  en4orv“Td'left'”^^^^  f  of  California  exercisint- 

H,  algo  w, thou.  ,l,e  aid  0/  any  iegWattre iV  ‘i’  ‘he  treaty  of  GuadaiupS 

•bought  It  best  not  to  disturb  that  arrano-Uent  made  nn  tp.  ^  government  m  that  Territory,  I 

ake  some  action  on  that  subject.  I  therefore  d'id  not  intP  f  oiy  predecessor,  until  Congress  should 
nandant,  who  continued  to  dxercise  the  functions  of  c  vd  ^  nnlitary  com- 

authority,  and  have 

.  en^btert  the  power  of  the  Executive,  and 

fble  on  all  matters  ofintere.st  in  these  Territories  I  sent  L^R  diiUculty  as  pos- 

espatches  to  California,  and  certain  officers  to  Cffi  fm-  a  of 

ieuers  of 

prepared  lo  comply  wkh  ^iVreljm smogs' ofht^^  Tcnitories  my  desire  that  each  Territory  should 

ate  constitution.  Lfd  submit  thel:rto  Co„^'  s?°wTth"P"  "*■  ‘'’Z  f"''™  »  Pi«> “  a 

ate;  but  I  did  not  anticipate,  sugcrest  ormith'oriie’fl^  it  admission  into  the  Union  as  a 

e  assent  of  Congress,  noV  did  I  authorize  any  Goveramem  government  without 

lo^ooooe  or  control  over,  the  election  of  dele-atS  or  Ep.-  with,  or  exer- 

tng  their  domesuc  institutions,  or  any  of  the  provisions  oHhp?  convention,  m  making  or  modi- 
ly,  tne  instructions  given  by  my  orders  wptp^  thcf  of  their  proposed  constitution.  On  the  con- 
ople  of  California  must  originate  solely  with  Ihemi  of  domestic  jmlicy  adopted  by  the 

Ues  was  desirous  to  protecuheni  in  the  Executive  of  the  United 

at  the  proper  time  submitted  to  Congress,  yet  it  wL  *7 firm'd character,  to 
-b  a  government  must  at  the  same  time  be  the  vesZuof  tli^’  "^'^"^"'^'^rj^^^erstood  that  the  plan  of 
^itl^out  the  interference  of  tlm  ^nd  onginate 

jfanPensVrSnrnViS'^^^^  itt  California, 

1  on  those  subjects.  mentioned  in  the  resolution,  as  I  have  no  informa- 

-already  stated,  I  have  not  disturbed  the  arrangements  which  I  found  had  existed  under  my  pre- 

iated  prmcipalIy'[4?nPe“''e™Sj,i^^^^^  for  admission  as  Stales,  I  was 

9ccksiong  of  bitter  and  ano-ry  Congress  the  oppor- 

nder  the  Constitution,  every  State  has  the  HHu  of  p^7i  pT""  ^  P'®  States!^ 

ficipal  laws  and  domestic  institutions  independendv  altering,  its 

pent,  subject  only  to  the  prohibilions’and  iuarantPP^  eveiy  other  State  and  of  the  General  Gov- 
ed  States.  The  subjects  thus  left  exclus'felv  ln  iPp  Pc^'^b  in  the  Constitution  of  the 

sd  to  become  topics  of  national  ao-itation  Snll  icspectiye  States  were  not  designed  or  ex- 
e  all  needful  rules  and  regulat  r^Zlin?  Constitution  Congress  Ims  power  fo 

of  Territory  has  led  to  discuro7orthTfue^^^^^^^^  7,  acquk 

-h  prevails  in  many  of  the  States  should  Sr  should  nn7h  ^  f  involuntary  servitude 

'ds  of  excitement  from  this  cause  which  havp  Pp  -  r  r  piohioited  in  that  Territory.  The 

)g  the  interval  of  whatever  leno-th  which  may  effin^p?  occurred  have  been  safely  joassed,  but 
lexico  as  States,  it  appears  nrohablp  tPat  ■  ^'i  '  j^o^ore  the  admission  of  the  Territories  ceded 
.der  these  circumstanS  uZgIu  anS  P‘T™“  “>  “  extern,  ^ 

ower  of  Congress,  by  the  admissio’n  ofTniT  .  .^Hbatitwas  my  duty  to  endeavor  to  put  it  in 
Tor  the  unnecessary  agitation  of  the  pubUc  mTnT  Mexico  as  States,  to  remove  all  occa- 

.orand  will  soon  submit  thefame  Tthf  judgment'^f  C 
^  omcet-s  sen.  thet-e  by  my  predecessor,  and  teTradTirirvI 
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.  .  cached  CaUfornia 

‘^":?^ScSbehevcd  to  be  aninhab.ted, 

E!»£Ss  “t?K  Ss'-i  ‘-9= 

whether  it  would  be  expe  ^o^ld  practically  decide  tne  q  course  would  not  be  exp 

■  ■  ■-  ■  right,  subrianua  ly  der  my  a 


'''1‘  Whi,h  now  oxoiwo  ooch  poiofol  f  "iX^loPo"  0™™,^,,,  i  oS‘'‘ 

S^torwUblhrtrm^mbmnceof  pactte 

conhq^^yj^arf  of  the  people  for  each  other.  ^  Z,  TilYLOR. 
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